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Amendments to the Claims: 
In response to the Official Action and in accordance with 37 CFR 1.121(c), please enter 
the following rewritten claims. 

Please cancel currently pending Claim 17. 

Claims 1-16 {Cancelled), 

17. Cancelled, 

Claims 18-21 {Canceled). 



22. (Currently Amended) A method of controlling access to a plurality of video channels that 
are distributed over a communications conduit, each of said video channels being 
associated with a video channel number, wborcin is pro^ridud die remote unitary module 
of Claim 17, and, 

wherein ther^ is provided a plurality of re Tnnie unitary modules for controlling 

flpr.ess to said plurality of video channels^ 

^..■h nf plurality o f rpmnte unitary modules beinp provided with a 
rhan ^Gable list of permitted yideo chan nel numbers, each of said 
nhan ^eable lists containmg at k ^fit one permitted video channel number . 
therein. 
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each of said remote unitary modules having a uniq ue identifier associate<L 
therewith, and. 

wherein the communications conduit has a head-ead and at lea st one remote-end^ 
said plurality of remote unitary modules being nositioned along a remote- 
end of the communications conduit, and, 
wherein is provided an KfSC standard video signal trans mitted over said 
rn-mmnnic ations conduit, said standard video signal cont aininp at least one 
overscan scan line wherein at least a portion of said chan geable list of pemiitted 
video channels has been embedded thereitu 
said remote unitarv module, comtnising: 

{fL\ a first tuner in electronic communication with said f-.^mmnnications conduit said 
i^T9ii timer receiving a particular video channel as inn ut and providing a baseband, 
video sign al as out put, said particular video channel b eing associated with a 
particular video channel nimiber; 

(h') means for changing said first tuner to receive a different video channel, said 
different v? ^^^ rhann el having a different video channel number; 

(c) a CPU in electronic commmiications with said first tuner, said CPU programmed 
to at least perform the steps of, 

fcl^ extracting from said at least one rranfsmitted overscan scan lines said 
embedded module identifier. 
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(c2) extracting from said at least one t ran<;Tr)itte d scan line at least a portion of 
said embedded portion of said changeable list of p ermitted video channels, 

fc3^ sensing said different video channel nmn ber and determining whether said 
different video channel number is in said extrac ted changeable list of 
permitted video channel numbers, anj 

(c4^ if said embedded module identifier matches said remote unitary module 
identifier, prohibiting display of said different yi'Hftn channel if said 
different video channel is not in said extracted changeabl e Ust of permitted 
video channel numbers; 
(d) computer RAM in electronic commun ication with said CPU, said RAM 

containing. 

at least one digital image stored therein: and, 
a video switch having at least a first video input, a second v ideo input and a video 
outputs 
wherein 

fen said first video input receives said baseband video signal from said first 
tuner, 

(el) said second video input receives a baseband video re presentation of said, 
dirital image stored in said computer RAM, and. 
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(e^ ) said vitieo output is switchable under control of 3aid CPU between said, 
h^gph^nrt video sign al from said fii^ t tuner and said baseband video. 
representation of said digital image. 



and, 

whoroin tho co iu mnnicationn r O T ^.uit has a head ond - mAd loajt ono romote en dr 
— wherein diojc ij provided a plurality of oaid romoto nnir i rjHiiodulos portioned - 
along a romoto end of said conimumcatioa & oonduit, and, 

whorcin oach afr a id plurality of rcmoto nnit m > ' modules has a chriTi c^nb l^ 
lii j t of permitted ^ . i rl oo ohonnol numbors acQociatGd thcrefwith^ 
wherein said tnetbod comPTises_ compri[iins the steps of: 

(a) assigning an individual security key code to each of said plurality of remote 
unitary modules; 

(b) identifying at least one of said plurality of remote unitary module that is to receive 
a changed list of permitted video channel numbers and identifying an individual 
security key code assigned to each of said identified remote unitary modules; 

(c) obtaining a standard video image from a digital or an analog source, said video 
image having a plurality of scan lines contained therein; 

(d) obtaining a first and a second predetermined scan line of said video image, 
wherein said first and second predetemuned scan lines are within an overscan 
portion of said video image; 

(e) for each of said identified remote unitary modules, 
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(el ) foiming a binary r^xesentation of said identified remote individual 
security key code, 

(e2) impressing said binary representation into said first predetermined scan 
line thereby creating a modified video image, 

wherein each "1'* in said binary representation is associated with a first 
video grey level and each "0" in said binary representation is associated 
with a second video grey level, thereby forming a sequence of said first 
and said second grey levels within said first predetermined scan line 
associated with said binary representation of said identified remote unitary 
module; 

(f) forming a binary representation of said changed list of permitted video channel 
numbers and impressing said binary representation of said changed list of 
permitted video channel numbers into said second predetermined scan line^ 
thereby creating a fiiither modified video image, 

wherein each "1" in said binary representation of said changed list of 
permitted video channel numbers is associated with said first grey level 
and each "0" in said binary representation is associated with said second 
grey level, thereby forming a sequence of said first and said second grey 
levels within said second predetermined scan line associated with said 
binary representation of said changed list of permitted video channel 
numbers; 
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(g) broadcasting said further modified video image over said communications 
conduit; 

(h) receiving said broadcast video image within at least one of said at least one 
remote unitary modules; 

(i) within at least one of said at least one remote unitary modules wherein said 
broadcast video image is received^ 

(11) determining a local security key code for said remote unitary module 
wherein said broadcast video image is received, 

(12) identifying said predetennined scan line, 

(13) extracting from said predetermined scan line any values representative of 
said assigned individual security keys impressed therein, 

(14) determining from any values extracted from said predetermined scan line 
at least one transmitted individual secxirity key, 

(15) comparing each of said at least one transmitted security keys with said 
local individual security key, 

(16) if said local individual security key is equal to any one of said at least one 
transmitted keys, storing within said selected remote unitary module a 
numerical representation of said changed list of permitted video channel 
numbers, and, 

(17) performing steps (i 1) througli (i6) for at least one selected remote unitary 
module; 
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(j) monitoring said first tuner to detect whether the user has selected a different video 
channel number; 

(k) detennining whether said selected different video channel number is among said 

changed list of pennirted video channel numbers; 
(1) if said different video channel number is not among said changed list of permitted 

video channel numbers, displaying to the user an alternative video image for said 

different video channel; and, 
(m) if said different channel number is among said changed list of permitted video 

channel numbers, displaying to the user said different video channel, 
(n) if said different video channel number is not among said changed Ust of permitted 

video channel numbers, displaying to the user an alternative video image for said 

different video channel; and, 
(o) if said different channel number is among said changed list of permitted video 

channel numbers, displaying to the user said different video channel. 

Claims 23-27 {Canceled) 



28. (Previously presented) A method of controlling access to a plurality of video channels 
that are distributed over a coimnunications conduit according to Claim 22, wherein said 
predetermined scan line is a first scan line of said video image. 
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29. (Previously presented) A method of controlUng access to a plurality of video channels 
that are distributed over a coiiimumcatioiis conduit according to Claim 22, wherein said 
predetermined scan line is a non-visible scan line of said video image. 



30. {Previously Presented) A remote unitary module for controlling access by a user to a 
plurality of video channels that are distributed over a connnmiications conduit, 
wherein said remote unitary module is provided with a changeable list of 
permitted video channel numbers, each of said permitted channeJ numbers being 
associated with one of said plurality of video channels, 
wherein is provided a standard NTSC video signal transmitted over said 
communications conduit, said video signal containing at least one scan line within 
an overscan portion of said video signal wherein at least a portion of a 
representation of a revised Ust of permitted video channels is embedded as a first 
two-level video signal, 

whCTein said video signal contains at least one scan line widiin said overscan 
portion of said video signal wherein a representation of a security key is 
embedded as a second two-level video signal, and, 
wherem said remote unitary module has a module security key associated 
thM^ewith, 
said remote unitary module, comprising: 
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(a) a first video tuner in electronic communicatioii with said communicatioiis conduit, 
said first tuner being configurable to accept at least two of said plurality of video 
channels as input, wherein, 

(al) said first video tuner is switchable to receive a selected one of said at least 
two video channels, said selected video channel having a corresponding 
selected video channel number, 

(a2) said first video tuner transmits a first tuner video signal as output, said first 
tuner video signal being representative of said selected video channel; 

(b) a CPU in electronic communication with said first video tuner, said CPU being 
prograrajned to perform at least the steps of: 

(bl) examining said video signal to obtain said representation of said security 

key from said first two-level video signal, 
(b2) examining said video signal to obtain said representation of said revised 

list of permitted video channels fi-om said second two-level video signal, 
(b3) comparing said transmitted security key with said module security key, 
(b4) if said transmitted security does not match said module security key, 

responding according to said selected video channel to determine whether 

said selected video channel number is in said provided changeable Hst of 

permitted video channel numbers, and, 
(b5) i f said transmitted security does match said module security key. 
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(1) responding according to said selected video channel to determine 
whether said selected video channel number is in said revised hst 
of permitted video channel numbers, and, 

(2) storing said revised list of permitted video channel numbers in 
place of said provided permitted video channel numbers; 

(c) computer RAM in electronic conunoxiication with said CPU, said RAM, 
containing at least one digital image stored therein; 

(d) a video controller in electronic communication with said CPU and said RAM. said 
video controller having a video controller output for transmitting a controller 
video signal representative of at least one of said at least one digital images stored 
in said RAM; 

(e) a video switch having at least a first video switch input, a second switch video 
input, and a video switch output, 

wherein 

(el) said first video switch input receives said first tuner video signal fix)m said 
first video tuner, 

(e2) said second video switch input receives said controller video signal firom 
said video controller output, 

(e3) said video switch output is switchable under control of said CPU between 
said first tuner video signal and said controller video signal, depending on 
whether said selected video channel is a permitted video channel. 
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31. (Previously presented) A remote unitary module for contxoUmg access by a user to a 
plurality of video chaimels according to Claim 30, wherein said first video tuner is 
svritchable by tHe user to receive a selected one of said at least two video channels. 

32. (Previously presented) A i^mote unitary module for controlling access by a user to a 
plurality of video chamiels according to Claim 30. wherein said computer RAM contains 
a plurality of digital images stored therein, and wherein said video controller successively 
displays selected ones of said plurality of digital images under control of said CPU- 

33. (Previously presented) A remote unitary module for controlling access by a user to a 
pli^ality of video chamiels according to Claim 30, wherein said first tuner video signal is 
a baseband signal and said controller video signal is a baseband signal. 

34. (Previously presented) A remote unitary module for controlling access by a user to a 
plurality of video channels according to Claim 30. wherein said controller video signal is 
generated at a same frequency as said output from said first video tuner. 

35. (Previously presented) A remote unitary module for controlling access by a user to a 
plurality of video channels according to Claim 30, further comprising: 
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(f) a video display device positionable to be in electronic communication with said 
video switch output, said video display device for displaying in visually 
perceptible foim a video signal from said output of said video switch. 

36. (Previously presented) A remote unitary module for controlling access by a user to a 
plurality of video channels according to Claim 30, further comprising: 

(f) a video modulator in electronic communication with said video switch output^ 
said video modulator modulating a video signal from said output of said video 
switch to a predeteimined video channel 

37. {Previously presented) A method of controlling access to a plurality of video channels 
that are broadcast over a communications conduit, each of said video channels being 
associated with a video channel number, and wherein is provided at least one remote 
imitary module as in Claim 30 which is in electronic communication with said 
communications conduit and with said plurality of video channels, each of said at least 
one remote unitary modules having a security code associated therewith, comprising the 
steps of; 

(a) identifying at least one of said at least one remote unitary module that is to receive 
a revised list of pennitted video channel numbers; 

(b) identifying a particular security key code assigned to each of said identified 
remote unitary modules; 
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(c) obtaining a video image from a digital or an analog source, said video iinage 
having a plurality of scan lines contained therein; 

(d) selecting a first scan line of said video image; 

(e) storing a value representative of each of said identified particular security key 
codes into said first scan line, thereby creating a modified video image; 

(f) selecting a second scan line of said video image; 

(f) storing values representative of said revised list of permitted video channel 
numbers into said second predeteraiined scan line, thereby creating a further 
modified video image; 

broadcasting said fiuiher modified video image as a standard video signal over 
said communications conduit; 

receiving said broadcast video image within a particular remote unitary module, 
said particular remote unitary module having a particular security key associated 
therewith; 

(j) within said particular remote unitary module, 

(j 1) extracting from said first scan Une at least one of said values representative 

of said assigned individual security keys stored therein, 
(j2) determining from any of said exuacted values representative of said 

assigned individual security keys at least one of said identified security 

keys, 



(i) 
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(j3) comparing any of said deteimined identified security keys with said 
paiticular security key of said particular remote unitary module, 

(j4) if said particular security key matches any of said deteraiined identified 
security keys, storing within said particular remote unitary module a 
numerical representation of said revised list of permitted video channel 
numbers, 

(j5) monitoring said first tuner within said particular remote unitary module to 

detect when the user has selected a video channel number, 
(j6) determining whether said selected video channel number is among said 
revised hst of permitted video channel numbers, 
if said selected video channel number is among said revised hst of 
pennitted video channel numbers, displaying to the user said selected 
video chamiel, and, 

if said selected video channel number is not among said revised hst of 
pemiirted video channel numbers, displaying to the user an alternative 
video image. 



(j8) 



38. (Previously presented) A method according to Claim 37, wherein said first scan hne and 
said second scan hue are a same scan line. 



PAGE 17/21 ' RCVD AT 312712006 3:2S:08 PM [Eastern Standard Time] * SVR:USPT0-EFXRF-2/1 * DNIS;2738300 ' CSID:91$5839$59 ' DURATION [mmi\m 



Mar-27-06 02:34p(n From-FSBBAT 



9185839659 



T-5B0 P. 018/021 F-907 



PATENT 

ItESPONSE UNDER 37 CF-R- 1.116 
EXPEDITED PROCEDURE 
EXAMINING GROUP 2611 
Page 16 of 19 



39, (Previously presented) A metliod according to Claim 37. wherein said first scan line and 
said second scan line are both non-visible scan lines. 



40. (Previoidsly Presented) A method of controlling access to a plurality of video channels 
that are distributed over a communications conduit according to Claim 22, wherein said 
first video grey level is a black video level and said second video gray level is a white 
video level, 

41 . (Previously Presented) A remote unitary module for controlling access by a user to a 
plurality of video channels accorduig to Claim 30, wherein said first two-level video 
signal and said second two-level video signal are both black and white video signals. 
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